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TABLE 7.8 THREE VERSIONS OF THE CLASSIC “HEINZ AND THE DRUG"” DILEMMA

ORIGINAL UNITED STATES VERSION*

In Europe, a woman was near death from a special kind of cancer. There was one drug that the doctors thought
might save her. It was a form of radium that a druggist in the same town had recently discovered. The drug was ex-
pensive to make, but the druggist was charging 10 times what the drug cost him to make. He paid $200 for the ra-
dium and charged $2,000 for a small dose of the drug. The sick woman'’s husband, Heinz, went to everyone he knew
to borrow the money, but he could only get together about $1,000, which is half of what it cost. He told the druggist
that his wife was dying, and asked him to sell it cheaper or let him pay later. But the druggist said, “No, I discovered
the drug and I'm going to make money from it.” So Heinz got desperate and broke into the man's store to steal the
drug for his wife.

Should Heinz have done that? Why or why not?

ADAPTED KENYAN VERSIONt

In a rural area of Kenya, a woman was near death from a special kind of heart disease. There was one kind of medi-
cine that the doctors at the government hospital thought might save her. It was a form of medicine that a chemist in
Nairobi had recently invented. The drug was expensive to make, but the chemist was charging 10 times what the drug
cost him to make. He paid 80 shillings for the drug, and then charged 800 shillings for a small dose of the drug. The
sick woman'’s husband, Joseph, went to everyone he knew to borrow the money, but he could only get together 400
shillings, which was half of what it cost. He told the chemist that his wife was dying, and asked him to sell it cheaper
or let him pay the rest later. But the chemist said, “No. I'm the one who invented this medicine, and I'm going to
make money from it.” So Joseph got desperate and broke into the store to steal the drug for his wife.

Should Joseph have done that, broken into the store to take the drug? Why or why not?

ADAPTED TURKISH VERSIONt

A man and wife have just migrated from the high mountains. They started to farm, but there was no rain and no
crops grew. No one had enough food. The wife became sick from having little food and could only sleep. Finally, she
was close to dying from having no food. The husband could not get any work and the wife could not move to another
town. There was only one grocery store in the village, and the storekeeper charged a very high price for the food be-
cause there was no other store and people had no place else to go to buy food. The husband asked the storekeeper for
some food for his wife, and said he would pay for it later. The storekeeper said, “No, I won't give you any food un-
less you pay first.” The husband went to all the people in the village to ask for food, but no one had food to spare. So
he got desperate and broke into the store to steal food for his wife.

Should the husband have done that? Why or why not?

* Originally appeared in Lawrence Kohlberg, Global rating guide: Preliminary moral judgment scoring manual (Cambridge, Mass.: Center
for Moral Education, 1969).

1 Originally appeared in C. Edwards, Doctoral dissertation, Harvard Graduate School of Education, Cambridge, Mass., 1974.

1 Originally appeared in E. Turiel, C. Edwards, and L. Kohlberg, Moral development in Turkish children, adolescents, and young
adults,” Journal of Cross-Cultural Counseling, 9 (1978), 75-85.

From J. Snarey, Cross-cultural universality of social-moral development, Psychological Bulletin, 97(2) (1985): 214.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5czp9S4u26M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5czp9S4u26M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bounwXLkme4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bounwXLkme4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjPfI4Xu2CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjPfI4Xu2CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_2qEOxSTsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_2qEOxSTsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jlYJrcDrnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jlYJrcDrnY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g64X4H32Z-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrT22EAzLWw
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morahtv — ethic of care)
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http://www.stolaf.edu/people/huff/classes/handbook/Gilligan.html
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W_9MozRoKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwUGEIsxIDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xGYlU6V9Co
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